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Attorney Willie E.
Gary Will Keynote
The 2011 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Leadership Awards
Breakfast

A year-long boycott begins a life of peaceful protest and service.

Attorney Willie E. Gary

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Attorney Willie E. Gary will
keynote the 2011 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Leadership
Awards Breakfast on Monday,
January 17th, 7:30 a.m. at The
St. Petersburg Coliseum. Gary
once a migrant worker, is an
attorney, motivational speaker
and cable television executive.
Gary has earned his reputation
and nickname as “The Giant

Killer” by winning suits against
some of America’s most well
known corporate giants, such as
Disneyland and AnheuserBusch, on behalf of his clients
through his law firm, Gary,
Williams, Parenti, Finney,
Lewis, McManus, Watson &

GARY

continued on pg. 6

BY CHARLENE CROWELL

of the United States.

Although America’s Declaration
of Independence and Constitution
are premised on the principles of
democracy, the historical treatment
of America’s citizens of color is
filled with with racial division. Even
today, the vestiges of slavery, Civil
War, Reconstruction, segregationist
Jim Crow laws to the more recent
federal laws for voting rights, fair
housing, and community reinvestment - have yet to assure succeeding
generations of African-Americans
all of the freedoms afforded a citizen

As our nation again marks an annual
tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King,
now is a timely moment to recall
how a youthful but principled leader
emerged at a time when this nation
was directly challenged to honor its
promises of citizenship. Neither
age nor long-standing community
roots were required to effect meaningful and lasting change. Today’s
youth need to know and adults need
to be reminded that it was at the
young age of 25 that Dr. King began
what would become his first suc-

cessful and peaceful protest: the
year-long Montgomery bus boycott.
In the fall of 1954, Dr. King
began his service as pastor to Dexter
Avenue Baptist Church. Shortly
after his arrival in Montgomery, he
met a ministerial colleague who
would become his life-long deputy –
Rev. Dr. Ralph Abernathy.
Explaining the notable differences in Montgomery’s black
churches, Rev. Abernathy advised
King, “At my church, you may talk
about Jesus. You may preach about
Jesus from the pulpit. But at Dexter,
they would prefer that you not

mention his name.”
Despite this advice, Dr. King
pursued innovative ideas for his
pastorate. At his first sermon at
Dexter Avenue, he presented two
dozen written recommendations that
would reorganize the church’s committees and bank accounts. The list
also included a requirement for
every member of Dexter to be a
registered voter. In 1954, less than
five percent of Alabama Negroes
were registered to vote.

KING
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BY A. PETER BAILEY
(TEWire) - I have said it
before and I am saying it again:
Those black people who
celebrate Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s birthday every year;
yet haven’t read his last book,
“Where Do We Go From Here:
Chaos or Community,” are just
blowing smoke. It is in this
book, published less than a year
before his assassination, that Dr.
King clearly demonstrated that
he was a man of action, that he
was much more than “I Have a
Dream.” The following excerpts
deserve attention from those
thousands of people who claim
to want to advance his legacy:
On Black Leadership
Negro leaders suffer from
this interplay of solidarity and
d i v i s i v en es s , b ei n g ei t h er
exalted excessively or grossly

abused. But some of those
leaders who suffer from lack of
sustained support are not
without weaknesses that give
substance to criticism. The most
serious is aloofness and absence
of faith in their people. The
white establishment is skilled in
fl a t t e r i n g a n d c u l t i v a t i n g
emerging leaders.
It presses its own image on
them and finally, from imitation
of manners, dress and style of
living, a deeper strain of corruption develops. This kind of
Negro leader acquires the white
man’s contempt for the ordinary
Negro. He is often more at
home with the middle-class
white man than he is among his
own people, and frequently his
physical home is moved up and
away from the ghetto. His
language changes, his location
changes, his income changes,

and ultimately he changes from
the representative of the Negro
to the white man into the white
man’s representative to the
Negro. The tragedy is that too
often he does not recognize
what has happened to him.
On the Limited Scope of
the Civil Rights Movement
But the scope of struggle is
still too narrow and too restricted. We must turn more of our
energies and focus our creativity on the useful things that
translate into power. This is not
a program for a distant
tomorrow, when our children
will somehow have acquired
enough education to do it for
themselves. We in this generation must do the work and in
doing it stimulate our children
to learn and acquire higher
levels of skill and technique. It
must become a crusade so vital

that civil rights organizers do
not repeatedly have to make
personal calls to summon
support. There must be a
climate of social pressure in the
Negro community that scorns
the Negro who will not pick up
his citizenship rights and add
his strength enthusiastically and

BIRTHDAY
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
The Weekly Challenger Office:
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

•
•
•
•
•

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.
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Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Let Us Not Risk Going Back!
BY DR. E. FAYE
WILLIAMS, ESQ.
TRICE EDNEY
NEWS WIRE
COLUMNIST
(TEWire) - It seems that the
112th Congress will be very interesting with this sudden urge to
read the Constitution. That is what
the Republicans plan to do. At
first, I thought that could be a
good thing. I must admit I
assumed members of Congress
had already read the Constitution.
I guess I was wrong for thinking
those responsible for creating our
laws knew what was in that
document.
They will learn that slavery
has been abolished in all of our
states. No doubt, they will want to
s ee t h e recen t m o v i e cal l ed
“Cotton Pickin’ Truth,” and will
do a big investigation to determine
where slavery still exists so they
can get rid of it finally. When they
read that 13th Amendment, they
would want the practice to catch

up with the law!
When they hear that 14th
Amendment about due process
and equal protection, at last they
will know that something is
wrong. They will know that they
have a lot of work to do to make
that happen. Reparations maybe?
The 15th Amendment will
come as a complete surprise. All
of this time, roadblocks have been
set up to challenge certain voters
(for example, black people) in
districts likely to vote Democratic.
They will find that to be illegal.
I could live without the 18th
Amendment because I never
drank much that was intoxicating.
My friends who make and distribute liquor might not like it,
because that would be an “unnecessary burden on commerce.”
As a woman, I would be a bit
concerned (to say the least) if we
did not have a 19th Amendment.
Our founding principles sure did
not include me as a black person
or as a woman.
I was really getting into this

reading of the Constitution and
learning what it says until the Tea
Party person, Jeff Luecke from
Iowa, began complimenting the
Republicans on the reading of the
Constitution and talking about
going back to our founding principles. That was scary because that
would take us back to slavery and
to a disgraceful part of America’s
history.
It would lead to our being
forbidden to learn to read, to
marry or to keep our families
together. That would surely take
us back to a time when women
had no right to own property, to
vote or to do much else that
matters. Those of us who had no
rights a white man was required to
recognize, should be very cautious
of doing what the Tea Party or the
Republicans want us to do.
We should be asking them to
tell us more about what they
mean. I fear they are spouting
words about which they are
relying on our asking no questions
until it is too late. It’s time to start

calling in on those talk shows,
writing letters to editors, attending
some of those town hall meetings
and asking where we fit into this
call for going back to our
founding principles.
We should be questioning the
real reason behind this sudden
passion for reading the
Constitution, and justifying the
Constitutional authority upon
which every piece of legislation is
based. The Constitution was never
a perfect document for many of
us. I will not go back to that place
and time when I was not even considered a person. The founding
fathers did not even think enough
of white women to include them
in the benefits they sought for
themselves, so my level of trust is
very low about any expectation of
having a re-examination of the
Constitution or a return to our
founding principles to mean
people like me any good. Let us
not risk going back. Listen, watch
and act daily.

Another Chance To Get It Right
BY MARC MORIAL
“Cheers to a New
Year and another
chance for us to get it
right.” Oprah Winfrey
(TEWire) - At the stroke of
midnight on January 1, 2011,
Oprah Winfrey made history with
the launching of her new television network, OWN. As the first
African-American woman to
launch a major television
n e t w o r k , O p r a h ’s a m a z i n g
ascension in the broadcast world
is emblematic of the progress we
have made in black America and
the hopes we all hold for an even
brighter future. It is my fervent
wish that in 2011 we will all push
fo rward t o real i ze o u r o wn
dreams, especially those of us
who have been struggling to find
jobs.
The year 2010 brought us

more than our share of challenges
– from a horrific earthquake in
Haiti to a devastating oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. We were
riveted by the dramatic rescue of
33 men trapped for months in a
Chilean mine. We were shocked
by the Wikileaks massive dump
of secret information. Young
Americans continue to make the
ultimate sacrifice in two major
wars. We saw a dramatic shift in
C o n g res s w i t h R e p u b l i c a n s
capturing control of the House
and gaining seats in the Senate.
And we begin this New Year
almost like we began the one
before; with unemployment in
many communities of color
nearly double the national rate of
9.8 percent.
Double-digit unemployment
rates have been a reality for urban
communities — which also tend
to be communities of color —
since August 2008 for African-

Americans and February 2009 for
Latinos. In fact, AfricanAmerican unemployment has
been at or near 10 percent since
December 2001. Last year, the
African-American unemployment rate was on average 1.8
times higher than that of whites.
African-American median
household income was 62 percent
of that earned by white households and African-Americans
were more than three times as
likely as whites to live below the
poverty line.
Without jobs, families are
more likely to lack health
insurance and access to affordable health care. Their educational opportunities are also limited,
and the possibility of achieving
the dream of homeownership
grows further out of reach.
President Obama has
made repairing our struggling economy his number

one New Year ’s resolution.
While recent data shows our
economy is on the rebound,
he said, “Our most important
task now is to keep that
recovery going. As President
that’s my commitment to
you: to do everyt h i n g I c a n
t o m a k e s u r e o u r economy
is growing, creating j o b s ,
and
strengthening
our
middle class. That’s my resolution for the coming year.”
The
National
Urban
League b e g i n s i t s s e c o n d
c e n t u r y resolved to help the
President fulfill that promise.
With the 2012 election
now in s i g h t , t h i s y e a r
g i v e s t h e President, the
Congress, and all of us, one
more chance to get it right.
C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
Oprah.
Here’s to success
and happiness for everyone
in the New Year.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
THE

WINNING
EDGE

Last week, we started a discussion about the importance of Unique Selling Positions and gave some
examples. A USP communicates who you are to your
client. Your goal is to develop a simple statement that
quickly and clearly tells your customer what you
“promise”. When you deliver on your promise and it is
something the customer wants, your business is in
position to grow. The statement should tell them the one
aspect that makes you different from ‘the other guy’.
This week, you will collect some information that will
help in the development of your USP. If you already
have a USP, review it. Is it still accurate? You may want
to get a new notebook to help organize the exercises that
you will complete over the year.
Exercise 1: Take some time to think about how the
following apply to you or your business and write down
your ideas.
Who do you serve? Try to be as specific as possible.
Be sure to include characteristics such as age, income
level, geographic information, gender, education level,
etc. What do you do that is different or better from others

BY ALAN

MCBRIDE

who provide the same service or good?
This can be difficult to determine. If you find that
you don’t think that you provide anything different or
better … good! Now is the time to be creative.
Sometimes it is as simple as offering another flavor or
the way you use new media. Consider the following:
2b. Are you... available non-traditional hours? …
able to complete a job faster than normal? ...offering a
superior product? ... able to describe why you are in
business, is there a higher purpose? Why do your
customers come to you? Why have you been hired?
After answering these questions, create one
sentence that summarizes the main idea. If you are
having trouble answering the questions or coming up
with the sentence, practice with businesses you know:
FedEx, Starbucks, WalMart, etc.
Share your USP. Email SalesDR@TheWeekly
Challenger.com with your business name, address,
owner’s name, USP and whether your USP is newly
created or one that your business has been using for
some time.

Actor Clifton Davis To Be
Keynote Speaker At The
26th Annual MLK
Awards Banquet
BY LINDA MOBLEY
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG - The
M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g , J r.
Holiday and Legacy
Association, Inc.’s will kick
o f f F l o r i d a M L K We e k
Commemorative Celebrations
with actor Clifton Davis as
their keynote speaker at their
26th Annual Martin Luther
K i n g , J r. D r u m M a j o r f o r
Justice Parade, Battle of Bands
and Drum Line Extravaganza
Awards Banquet. The banquet
is Friday, January 14, 2011 at
the St. Petersburg Hilton
Downtown Bayfront Hotel,
333 1st Street South at 7 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased at
t h e E n o c h D a v i s C e n t e r,
1111 18th Avenue South or call
727-827-8101 or RSVP at
www.mlknationalparade.org
The Honorees for the 26th
Annual Martin Luther King, Jr.
Drum Major for Justice Parade,
Battle of Bands & Drum Line
Extravaganza Banquet are
Bobby and Barbara Anders, Dr.
Joe Vancoevering, pastor of
Gateway Christian Center and
the Rev. Dr. Joseph Gordon,
pastor emeritus of Pleasant
Grove Missionary Baptist
Church.
“These lovely and beloved
citizens of St. Petersburg will
be honored for their career of

Robert and Barbara Anders

Pastor Rev. Joe Vancoevering

community service. The
honorees have made remarkable inroads into improving the
culture, welfare and lives of
countless people throughout
our city and state,” said Rev.
Clarice Pennington, MLK
Commissioner.
Bobby and Barbara Anders
is being honored for fostering,
institutionalizing and
advancing the educational
cause of youth in the foundation of Academy Prep and long
standing work with the Alumni
Singers and the National MLK
Parade, Battle of Bands and
Drum Line Extravaganza.
Rev. Joseph Gordon, is
being honored for the three
decades of standing in the
trenches with SCLC to save
Jordan Park, Mercy Hospital,
supporting the two-year fight to
rename 9th Street after Dr.
King, supporting the institutionalization of the National
MLK Parade and supporting

countless initiative to eliminate
racism inside the police department and in the state of Florida.
Rev. Dr. Joe Vancoevering
is being honored for his
involvement in countless initiatives to eliminate the color line
between those inside and
outside the Christian
community in the Spirit of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. He is
synonymous with the efforts of
D r. K i n g t o r e a c h o u t a n d
embrace people of diverse
cultural, ethnic, religious and
racial derivations in his evangelistic crusades.
Joining us as the keynote
speaker for this year’s 26th
Annual MLK Awards Banquet
is actor, singer, composer,
p r o d u c e r a n d m i n i s t e r,
Clifton Davis. For more than
35 years Clifton Davis has

AWARDS

continued on pg. 6
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COMMUNITY NEWS
GET THE
WORD OUT
FOR AS
LITTLE AS $8.00
PER WEEK!
Classified Listings:
$8.00 per for
1 to 20 words
and 50¢ each
additional word
over 20.
NEED A

BIGGER
IMPRESSION!
Cost Accounting Specialist Ad

Classified Display Ad

Since 1953 we have specialized in the production of precision-machined
parts from castings,forgings,and bar stock to meet customers most
exacting specifications.The cornerstone of our working relationship is
quality-oriented personnel,state-of-the-art equipment,our high reliability
attitude and our proud,long-standing record of integrity.
We are currently looking for a Cost Accounting Specialist to join our team.

Are Available
Rates for 1 Column Ads

HELP WANTED AT THE
WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727896-2922 for more information.
3/3/1 TOWNHOUSE - Gated
NESt. Pete, Fenced yard,
pets OK, 3 Lanai’s. Contact
Coldwell Banker Agent I.V.
Spears 727-238-2202 Price
reduced: $164,900.
AVON - Improving the lives of
women globally. Barbara L.
Guyton, Independent
Representative 727-512-3785
www.youravon.com/bguyton

EXPERIENCED
GENERAL MANAGER
Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen,has an
immediate opening for a Restaurant
General Manager.This individual will be
responsible for all aspects of the business
operations.Computer skills are a must,
as well as the ability to understand and
prepare financial analysis and
run reports.Must train and evaluate
new employees.Competitive Salary.

Fax resume to
(727) 384-3325.

1 Column Width … 2”
1C X 1 = $18.00

Description

1C X 2 = $36.00

• To maintain the companies cost and related accounting systems.
• Responsible for inventory pricing and maintenance of cost
accounting system.
• Responsible for all required tax returns
• Year-end audit.
• Assist the Controller in completion of various special financial and
accounting projects as needed.

1C X 3 = $54.00
1C X 4 = $72.00

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY

Requirements
Bachelor’s degree in a related field. Minimum of 5 years experience.
Computer knowledge, typing and 10 key ability. Strong knowledge of cost
accounting standards and generally accepted accounting principals.
Supervisory experience a plus.

Please include, with your resume, a cover letter
explaining your past cost accounting experience.
Human.resources@hsswansons.com
or fax to 727-388-0765. EOE/AA/DFWP

CLASSIFIED

Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355

1C X 5 = $90.00

Your ad placement
does not fit this layout?

FREE RENT
CALL TODAY!!
It’s All About YOU.
“Come See Our New Change”
Pinellas Point &
Plaza Arms Apartments.

NO PROBLEM!

2150 62nd Terrace South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Call Today for Your Rate!

CALL TODAY
(727) 867-6905

The prices shown above
is for each time you publish

Waived Application Fee
when you mention
The Weekly Challenger

your ad. Ads must be

5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

paid in full prior to run date.
Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
UNIQUE STYLEZ
and CUTZ
WALK-INS WELCOME
YOGI
115 - 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Call 727-557-4511 • Monday-Saturday

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL33714
Senior Attorney
www.rubinslaw.com / www.churchlaw@seminars.com Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

Skin care packed with
multiple benefits. Special
offers you don’t want to
miss. Free samples so
you can try before you
buy. Free makeovers and
expert tips. Shop at your
convenience with my personal delivery. No crowds. No parking hassles.
No drain on your gas tank. What better way to get all your skin care and
makeup! Contact me today!

Call Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

DEBBIE’S PLACE

Safe, Healthy & Happy
Environment For Your Child!
Licensed Childcare Provider
Open to ALLAGES
Location: 2120 Union Street S.
Work: 727-821-1239
Cell: 727-430-6446

No Application Fee! No Late Fee!
Weekly Challenger Special $25.00 Savings

SILVERLINING BEAUTY CENTER
1834 49th St. S. Ste. B, St. Petersburg, FL 33707

(727) 328-2623
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

SPECIAL $10.00
Basic Rollerset/Wrap
Monday by Appt. only
Tues-Friday 9-5
Saturday 9-3

NEW LOCATION

4940 Central Ave., St. Petersburg

727-321-6600
DR. DEBORAH FLANAGAN &
DR.CHRISTINE MANZELLA
Board Certified
Optometric Physicians

FOR A LIMITED TIME!
15% OFF ONE SERVICE OR
PRODUCT WITH THIS AD
OR REGISTER FOR A DRAWING FOR ONE PAIR OF
DESIGNER SUNGLASSES!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AWARDS

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Celebration In St. Petersburg

continued from page 4
shared his unique gifts with
audiences around the world.
Davis is probably best known
for his 5-year run as Reverend
Rueben Gregory on the
popular NBC television series,
“Amen,” which continues in
reruns on cable TV. His earlier
series, “That’s My Mama,
served to established him as a
widely known actor and television star. Raised on Long
Island, he began his career in
New York City in the
Broadway show, “Hello
Dolly.” Six years, five
Broadway shows, and a Best
Actor Tony Award Nomination
later, Davis headed to
Hollywood and the rest is
history.
Davis has just signed for
the 2011 tour of David E.
Talbert’s production, “What
My Husband Doesn’t Know.”
In recent years, Mr. Davis
has appeared in such films
a s “ Any G iven Sunda y,”
“Halloweentown High,”
“Kingdom Come,” “Max
Keeble’s Big Move,” “Soldiers
of Change” and “The Climb.”
He has also been a guest star on
such shows as, “Half & Half,”
“American Dreams,” “The
Jamie Foxx Show,” “Living
Single,” “Sparks,” “Malcolm
& Eddie,” “Grace Under Fire,”
“Party of Five,” “The
Sentinel,” “In The House” and
many more. His other television credits include starring in
“The Melba Moore & Clifton
Davis Show.” Davis received
a Grammy nomination for his
hit composition, “Never Can
Say Goodbye.” As a singer and
recording artist, he has enjoyed
success with his album “Say
Amen,” on Benson Records,
and has performed in concert
around the world.
Over the years he has made
appearances on such shows as
“The John Laroquette Show,”
“Vegas,” “The Love Boat,”
“Police Story,” as well as such

Rev. Joseph Gordon

Clifton Davis

major talk shows as “The
Tonight Show,” “Oprah,” and
“The Arsenio Hall Show.” He
has also hosted and served as
presenter on numerous award
shows and television specials..
Davis has also guest-starred in
such made-for-TVmovies as
“Dream Date”, “Little Ladies
of the Night,” “Cindy,”
“Murder at the Superdome,”
“Scott Joplin,” “Don’t Look
Back,” and “The Night the City
Screamed.” On Broadway he
has appeared in “Hello Dolly,”
“Jimmy Shine” starring Dustin
Hoffman, “The Engagement
Baby,” “Look To The Lilies”
and received a Tony Award
nomination for Best Actor in a
Musical in 1972 as one of the
stars of Broadway’s Tony
Award-winning hit musical,
“Two Gentlemen of Verona.”
Then, in 1994, Mr. Davis
returned to the New York
Theater appearing in the hit
drama, “Hapgood” at The
Lincoln Center Theater. He has
also been seen Off-Broadway in
“How to Steal an Election,”
Lorraine Hansberry’s “To Be
Young, Gifted, and Black,”
Pulitzer Prize-winning “No
Place to be Somebody,” and
many other productions. Mr.
Davis won a Theatre World
Award for his performance in
“Do It Again.” Davis has
toured in such shows as
“Guys and Dolls,” “Daddy
Goodness,” “Celebration,”
“Pal Joey” starring Lena Horne,
and Maya Angelou’s musical,
“And Still I Rise.” In 2008, he
co-starred in the romantic

comedy play, “The Greatest
Love Story Ever Told.”
Dav i s i s an o rd ai n ed
Christian minister, licensed by
the St. Luke Baptist Church,
New York, NY. As a revivalist,
Dr. Davis has preached at
literally hundreds of churches
throughout the nation. He
holds a BAin Theology from
Oakwood University and a
Master of Divinity degree from
Andrews University. Davis
also holds Four (4) Honorary
Doctorates: ADoctor of
Ministry degree from Trinity
International University, and
honorary Doctor of Letters
degrees from Lincoln
University, Paine College and
Edward Waters College. The
recipient of more than 120
awards and citations for his
social, civic and spiritual
service, Dr. Davis is listed In
‘Who’s Who In America.’He
has been honored by such
organizations as S.C.L.C.,
World Vision, the UNCF, the
NAACP and the American
Heart Association. Dr. Davis
regularly hosts, “Praise the
Lord” on the Trinity
Broadcasting Network.
Davis was the Grand
Marshall of the 2009 24th
Annual and 2010 25th Annual
National Martin Luther King,
Jr. Drum Major for Justice
Parade, Battle of Bands &
Drum Line Extravaganza.
Additionally, Davis served
both years as Co-Anchor with
ABC TVCommentators/Host
of the National MLK Parade in
St. Petersburg, FL.

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES

• 31st Annual MLK Essay
Contest Finals - Thursday,
January 13, 2011. High school
students make their final oratorical presentations at the Enoch
Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S.
7 p.m. Free and open to the
public. Cosponsored by the
MLK
Commemorative
Celebration Committee Inc. and
Alpha Phi Alpha of St.
Petersburg. Contact: Wanda
Mitchell, 727-893-7134.
• 26th Annual MLK Drum
Major for Justice Awards
Banquet - Friday, January 14,
2011. Hilton St. Petersburg
Bayfront, 333 First St. S. 7 p.m.
Official opening of MLK week
in Florida. Keynote speaker:
Clifton Davis, actor, songwriter,
producer and minister. Tickets,
$45, are available at Enoch
Davis Center. Presented by
MLK Holiday and Legacy
Association, Inc. Contact:
MLKholidaylegacy@gmail.co
m or 727-327-0085.
• 26th Annual MLK
National Drum Major for

GARY

continued from front page
Sperando, P.L.
Willie Gary was born in
Eastman, Georgia where he was
raised in migrant farm communities in Florida, Georgia and the
Carolinas. He is one of eleven
children. With an unwavering
desire to receive an education, he
took his credentials as a Florida
All-State High School football
player to Shaw University in
Raleigh, North Carolina. He
received an athletic scholarship
and co-captained the team during
the 1969, 1970 and 1971 seasons.
Earning a Bachelor’s degree in
business administration from
Shaw University in Raleigh,
North Carolina, he continued on
the North Carolina Central
University in Durham where he
earned a Juris Doctor in 1974. He
moved back to Stuart where he
was admitted to the Florida Bar
and opened the first black law
firm in Martin County. Gloria, his
childhood sweetheart, now wife,

Justice Battle of the Bands and
Drum Line Extravaganza Sunday, January 16, 2011.
Tropicana Field, One Tropicana
Drive 4 p.m. Performers include
college and high school
marching bands. Tickets: $10 to
$15 (VIPseating). Purchase
tickets at Ticketmaster locations
(1-800-745-3000); Tropicana
Field Box Office; Enoch Davis
Center (1111 18th Ave. S.);
Looking Good Men’s Fashions
in St. Pete and Bradenton. More
info: www.mlknationalparade.org
• 2011 MLK Candlelight
Vigil - Sunday, January 16,
2011. Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum,
2240 Ninth Ave. S. 6 p.m. Free
program and entertainment.
Contact: CGWAAMuseum
office,
727-323-1104
or
www.woodsonmuseum.org
• NCNW25th Annual MLK
Leadership Awards Breakfast Monday, January 17, 2011.
Coliseum, 535 Fourth Ave. N.,
7:30 a.m. $25 per person.
Keynote speaker: Willie Gary,

Palm Beach trial attorney and
philanthropist.
Contact:
National Council of Negro
Women - Angela Rouson, event
coordinator, 727-641-5911; or
Signora
Farris,
president,
NCNW/St.
Petersburg
Metropolitan Section, 727-3273154.
• 26th Annual MLK Drum
Major For Justice National
Parade - Monday, January 17,
2011. Starts at 11:00 a.m.
NOTE early start time for
parade again this year. Parade
begins at Third Ave. S. and
Martin Luther King St.,
proceeds north to Central Ave.,
east to Bayshore Drive, and
north to Fifth Ave. N., disbanding
at
Vinoy
Park.
Contact:MLKholidaylegacy@g
mail.com
or
MLK
Holiday/Legacy office, 727327-0085.
For parade day vendor
inquiries, contact Thomas
Huggins, 813-207-0003, or visit
the MLK parade vendor Web
site, www.spmlkparade.com.

assisted him at this newly formed
law firm.
Gary was the first black male
to go to college from the small
town of Indiantown where his
family labored in the cane fields.
He is known to still speak of the
tiny shack where he lived in the
Silver City settlement of Pahokee,
Florida, and says he often drives
by the shack with a clear vision of
those times.
Gary has won over 150 multi
million dollar suits, including a
$500 million award granted to one
of his clients in Mississippi. 4
adult sons; Kenneth, Sekou, Ali
and Kobie.
Gary is a member of the
National Bar Association,
American Bar Association,
A m e r i c a n Tr i a l L a w y e r s
Association, Florida Academy of
Trial Lawyers Association, Martin
and St. Lucie County Bar
Associations and the Million
Dollar Verdict Club. He has also
received Honorary Doctorates of
Law degrees from eleven universities. His extensive community

activities include membership in
the NAACP, Florida Guardsmen,
Inc., Urban League, Civitan
International, United Way of
Martin County and Martin
Memorial Hospital Foundation
Council, along with others.
Gary owns two private jets,
named the Wings of Justice and
the Wings of Justice II, along with
several cars, including two Rolls
Royces. His main residence is in
Sewall’s Point, Florida overlooking the St. Lucie River.
Gary continues to lead a
legacy of success, appearing on
Oprah and giving numerous
speeches world wide. Forbes
Magazine has listed him as one of
the top 50 attorneys in the United
States, and Ebony Magazine
declared him one of the “100
Most Influential AfricanAmericans.” He continues to
assert the quality of black
colleges and universities, and
recounts that his firm religious
beliefs have rewarded him
throughout his life.

When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and
Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025
Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and
service counts!

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond
Black History
Month Edition
(Feb. 17, 2011)

Call Today!
727-896-2922

8 33 46
CA$H 3

785
109
476
DOG DAYS

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

5-3 1-8
4-2 6-5
7-1 3-7
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continued from front page
With his recommendations
accepted, the church moved
forward with the formal installation
services that took place on October
31, 1954.
A few months later on March
2, 1955, Claudette Colvin, a student
at Montgomery’s Booker T.
Washington High School was
arrested by city police for refusing
to give up a bus seat to a white
passenger. Later that year another
black female, Mary Louise Smith,
was also arrested for the same
offense. In neither of these
instances was the Montgomery
NAACP prompted to action or
protest. The local chapter seemed
to feel that the backgrounds of the
student and Ms. Smith would not
withstand scrutiny of white prosecutors.
In those days in Alabama, the
first 10 seats on Montgomery buses
were always reserved for whites.
If the white section filled up, the
colored section was made smaller.
But, on Thursday evening,
December 1, 1955, Rosa Parks, a
local seamstress and secretary of
the Montgomery NAACP decided
to ride home on the Cleveland
Avenue bus from her job at a
downtown Montgomery department store. When the white section
filled up, the bus driver asked four
blacks to move. Three other black
passengers complied with the
order. Rosa Parks refused, and the
driver called the police.
Twelve years earlier, Mrs.
Parks was evicted by the same
driver on another bus.
Recalling the events of that
day, Mrs. Parks said, “I didn’t
consider myself breaking any segregation laws. I just felt resigned to
give what I could to protest against
the way I was being treated.” The
one phone call she was allowed
from jail led to the response of
another local NAACP official, E.
D. Nixon. A Pullman porter by
trade, Nixon aided the release of
Mrs. Parks on a $100.00 bond.
Her trial was set for December 5.
The following day, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. received a phone
call from Nixon. As he recounted
the events of the previous evening,
Nixon told Dr. King, “We have
taken this thing too long already.
We got to boycott the buses, make it
clear to the white folks that we ain’t
taking this type of treatment any
longer.” Dr. King agreed and
offered Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church as a meeting place for
community leaders. By consensus,
they would decide the best course
of action. Almost 50 ministers and
civic leaders attended the meeting.
They agreed that the bus boycott
would begin on the following
Monday, December 5th, the same

day as Mrs. Parks’ trial. Some
52,000 flyers were printed and distributed to announce the boycott.
The
now-famous
Montgomery boycott actually
borrowed some of its strategy from
an earlier, but little-known, effort.
In 1953, Rev. T. J. Jemison, then
secretary of the National Baptist
Convention, organized a bus
boycott in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
After local Louisiana officials
banned the use of cut-rate and unlicensed taxi service, Jemison
organized a car pool to provide
alternative transportation. That
effort lasted only two weeks.
On December 5, 1955, Dr.
King, the newly-appointed
president of the Montgomery
Improvement Association (MIA),
delivered his first speech on the bus
boycott. An overflow crowd of
thousands at Holt Street Baptist
spilled out of the church and into
the streets. Outdoor loudspeakers
were set up to enable all in attendance to hear the first address of,
the young and emerging leader.
With little time to prepare his
remarks, Dr. King’s spell-binding
oratory and Baptist cadence
captured the spirit of an angry
Montgomery black community.
“There comes a time my friends,
when people get tired of being
thrown across the abyss of humiliation, where they experience the
bleakness of nagging despair.
There comes a time when people
get tired of being pushed out of the
glittering sunlight of life’s July, and
left standing amidst the piercing
chill of an Alpine November.”
“I want it to be known”, King
continued, “that we’re going to
work with grim and bold determination – to gain justice on the buses
in this city. And, we are not wrong.
We are not wrong in what we are
doing. If we are wrong – the
Supreme Court of this nation is
wrong. If we are wrong – God
Almighty is wrong! And, we are
determined here in Montgomery to
work and fight until justice rolls
down like water and righteousness
like a mighty stream!”
Aseries of negotiating sessions
began in early December as well.
The protesters had three specific
goals:
- Treat Negroes with greater
courtesy;
- Hire Negro drivers for Negro
routes; and
- Desegregate bus seating.
In response, white negotiators
insisted on racially segregated
seating and active negotiations
soon stalled.
With the Christmas shopping
season fast approaching, Dr. King
proposed that instead of traditional
gift shopping, Montgomery
Negroes should rally to the original
meaning of the season and refuse to
shop at all. Monies set aside for

gifts was proposed to be divided
three ways among savings account,
charity donations, and gifts to the
MIA.
By January 1956,
Montgomery’s bus company
advised city commissioners that the
loss of revenues had led to the likelihood of bankruptcy. In reaction,
the mayor and white Citizens
Council called for white residents
to stop using their private cars and
ride city buses instead. When fare
revenues did not improve, a fare
hike was approved.
That same month, the city’s
daily paper, the Montgomery
Advertiser began running news
reports on the bus boycott. The
first article, printed January 10
suggested that a white Lutheran
minister was responsible for nearly
350 daily care rides and raising
$7,000 to support the ongoing
protest. However a follow-up
report on January 19 appeared with
the headline, “Rev. King is Boycott
Boss”.
On a tip from Carl Rowan, one
of the few black journalists of that
time, Dr. King was alerted in late
January to a Sunday news article
that was to announce the end the
boycott. The article was to claim
that Negroes would return to the
buses the following business day.
Dr. King advised Rowan that he
knew of nothing in that regard.
F o r m o re t h an a y ear,
Montgomery’s 30,000 black
residents walked, hitchhiked,
bicycled, taxied, and used every
means of transportation except the
city buses. Black taxi companies
reduced regular rates to the same 10
cents charged by the bus company.
As time went on, cab fares returned
to the regular 45 cents.
On February 1, 1956, the
Montgomery Improvement
Association filed a lawsuit in
federal district court. Four months
later, on June 2nd, the federal court
declared that segregated bus seating
was unconstitutional. Later, the
U.S. Supreme Court upheld the
ruling.
On December 20, 1956, the
order to integrate buses was served
on
Montgomery’s
officials.
In the year of the boycott, the transit
company reportedly lost $250,000
in revenues. Moreover, the city lost
thousands of additional dollars in
t ax es . M o n t g o m ery ret ai l
merchants estimated their losses to
be in the millions.
The boycott and its success
won Dr. King as much widespread
appreciation as it did resentment.
In a December 1954 letter to his
son, Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr.
prophetically advised, “You see,
young man, you are becoming very
popular. As I told you, you must be
very much in prayer. Persons like
you are the ones the devil turns all
of his forces loose to destroy.”

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

YEAR END CLEARANCE
Extended 0% for 72 months w.a.c.

2010 Saab 9.3

Call Mike Hughes
at 727-450-7446

2010 Saab 9.5

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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Success

BY THE QUEEN OF SUCCESS SELPHENIA N ICHOLS-SIMMONS

Unstoppable You!
Life takes on meaning when you become
motivated, set goals and charge after them in
an unstoppable manner. - Les Brown
Empowered Greetings and Happy New
Year to all the “unstoppable” people out there.
This is your year to be un-relentless, unbeatable, unmatchable, and unstoppable. That’s
right I said it!
Whatever you have accomplished up to
now was only your beginning. For ears have
not heard and eyes have not seen the unstoppable power harnessed on the inside of you.
You are an unstoppable individual with

unstoppable relationships engaging in unstoppable business endeavors that will soar to
unstoppable heights. You will have an unstoppable stream of income yielding unstoppable
wealth. However, you must maintain an
unquenchable thirst for success when
naysayers, haters and life circumstances try to
stop the unstoppable you. You must rise up
like an unstoppable storm and be the unstoppable force you were created to be. This
column is written to the unstoppable you with
unstoppable love from unstoppable me.
Inspired by my unstoppable daughter Brandy.

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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Sip Your Way To A Flat Belly!
There is magic potion that quickly gets rid
of fat from your body, improves your overall
health, lengthens your life, makes you more
attractive, and keeps you lean forever. It
allows you to lose as much as you want for
free. You can lose several dozen pounds in a
year without exercise, without dieting, without
surgery.
What is this magical elixir? It’s water.
Really though? You might say. You don’t
even need to mix in that fancy fat-burning
stuff from the vitamin store. In fact, the less
you supplement your food and beverage
intake, the more weight you’ll lose.
Step 1: Swear Off the Soda and Iced Tea
(Annual Weight Loss: 18 Pounds!) The
National Health and Nutrition Examination
Survey reported that the largest percentage of
our calorie intake — 7.1 percent, to be exact
was from soda. Although it tastes good and is
refreshing, it also adds pounds.
Step 2: Drink 8 Cups of Water Every
Day (Annual Weight Loss: 26 Pounds!)
Yes, the magic elixir really does have amazing
powers. In one study, a group of 173 overweight women were put through diet and
nutrition training using mainstream diet
programs. All women in the program lost
weight, but those drinking more water lost
more weight. Drinking more than 1 liter of
water per day (nearly 4 cups) was associated
with an extra 5.07 pounds lost in 12 months.
Again it’s inexpensive or even free!
Step 3: Enjoy One, Two, or Even Three
Yogurt-Based Smoothies a Day (Annual

Weight Loss: 10 Pounds!) Smoothies are
packed with nutrition (especially if you start
with Greek yogurt and add berries, whey
protein, and some flax), and their thickness
takes up a lot of space in your stomach,
crowding out junk food. In fact, researchers at
Purdue University found that people stayed
fuller longer when they drank thick drinks
than when they drank thin ones.
Step 4: Avoid Juice Drinks (Annual
Weight Loss: 19 Pounds!) You really have to
watch the content of juice. While it is advertised as providing huge amounts of Vitamin C
it’s usually loaded with sugar. For example,
one 16-ounce bottle of Sunny-D packs a
whopping 180 calories and 40 grams of sugar.
If you cut out one a day, you’ll lose 19 pounds
in a year!
Step 5: Drink Coffee, Not Coffee Drinks
(Annual Weight Loss: 18 Pounds!) I know I
am going to get the gavel on this one but
researchers studied coffee habits in New York
and found that two-thirds of Starbucks’
customers opted for blended coffee drinks
over regular brewed coffee or tea. The average
caloric impact of the blended drinks was 239
calories, and coffee was only 63 calories after
adding cream and sugar. So, even if you like
your coffee sweet and light, you can strip
away 176 calories every day just by making
this one swap.
So let’s start sipping away the pounds!
Thank you for reading, and I hope you have
e n j o y ed y o u r t i m e OUT AND AB OUT
W/Steve.

The National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section

Invites You To Attend The

25th Annual Leadership
Awards Breakfast

Billy Taylor Leaves
Brilliant Legacy
Within the last 2 months this column has
covered the deaths of two very talented jazz
musicians. Now, I’m sorry to say it’s
necessary to write about the passing of Dr.
Billy Taylor.
Taylor began performing professionally
about age 23 as a pianist with the Ben
Webster Quartet. Later, he served as house
pianist at Birdland Jazz Club, performing
with such jazz greats as Dizzy Gillespie,
Miles Davis, and Charlie Parker. Taylor was
also the protégé of jazz pianist Art Tatum.
Dr. Taylor was considered to be a
brilliant jazz history lecturer who captivated
his students such that they did not want to
leave his class room.
Today’s column is for readers who may
have heard of Dr Taylor yet who are not very
familiar with his achievements. First, he was
a jazz pianist and composer. One of his most
known compositions was “I Wish I Knew
How It Would Feel to Be Free” which gained
huge popularity during the Civil Rights
Movement (1950 – 1960). Dr. Taylor earned
a B.S. in Music from Virginia State College,
a Masters and Ph.D. in Music Education
from the University of MassachusettsAmherst, and served as a Duke Ellington
Fellow at Yale University.
Dr. Taylor was a broadcaster, host and
programmer for such radio stations as WLIB
and WNEW in New York. As such, Taylor
produced several award winning series for
National Public Radio. In the early 1980s,
Taylor became the arts correspondent for
CBS Sunday Morning. Taylor he was also the

recipient of more than twenty three honorary
doctoral degrees, two Peabody Awards, an
Emmy, a Grammy and a host of prestigious
and highly coveted prizes, such as the
National Medal of Arts, the Tiffany Award, a
Lifetime achievement Award from Downbeat
Magazine, and elected to the Hall of Fame
for the International Association for Jazz
Education. And, by no means does it end
there.
The amazing Dr. Billy Taylor was one of
only three jazz musicians appointed to the
National Council of the Arts, and he also
served as the artistic advisor for jazz to the
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
Washington, DC, where he produced several
highly praised concert series, including the
Louis Armstrong Legacy Series, and the
Annual Mary Lou Williams Women in Jazz
Festival. He also served as the Robert L.
Jones Distinguished Professor of Music at
East Carolina University, Greenville.
Thus, at the age of 89 years, one of our
most respected and esteemed jazz legends
passed away due to heart failure, in New
York City on December 28, 2010. Yes! He
will be greatly missed.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or
email me at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm, c/o The Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

Celebrating The Dream of

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Honoring The Legacy, Fulfilling The Dream
GUEST SPEAKER: ATTORNEY WILLIE E. GARY,
Prominent Trial Lawyer and Philanthropist

M ONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2011 • 7:30 A.M. • TICKETS $25.00
THE H ISTORIC ST. P ETERSBURG C OLISEUM, 535 4TH AVE. N., ST. P ETERSBURG, FL

For additional information or tickets call NCNW 727-896-6556
or visit www.mlkbreakfast-stpete.com
Deanie K’s Beauty Salon 894-1734 • NCNW 1835 9th Avenue South
Freedom Bank: 1200 4th Street North; 9700 Koger Blvd.

Presenting Sponsor:

Co-Sponsors:

PLEASE Support Our ADVERTISERS
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
Racism At CBS Television,
Sony Entertainment And
Bell Dramatic For 37 Years
Part two of three
Continued from last week’s
e d i t i o n o f T h e We e k l y
Challenger.
Other African-Americans
Weigh In.
Other African-Americans
and black organizations are
looking into the issue of
diversity in daytime soap
operas, including the National
Urban League and NAACP.
The Sentinel obtained two
letters from Urban League
President and CEO Marc
Morial, addressed to Howard
Stringer, president and CEO of
Sony Corp., and William Bell
Jr., president of Bell Dramatic
Serial Co.
The letters, dated Sept. 23,
contended: “Through a preliminary review we have learned
that there are few AfricanAmerican actors, producers,
directors and support personnel
in the ‘Day time Soap Opera’
industry despite the fact that
African-Americans
are
a
crucial significant portion of
the loyal audience of viewers
for ‘Daytime Soap Operas.’
The letters pointed out that this
is unacceptable in 21st Century
America.”
Emma Young, head writer
and associate producer for an
online African-American soap
opera, “The Proud and the
Privileged,” said that she
knows several actors who
complain about having “no”
African-Americans behind the
scenes.
Young added that it is
i m p o r tant to hav e blac k
producers, writers and
directors.
“It’s very important to

show African-Americans not
only in a positive light, but in a
true light,” Young said. Also
that someone might not do that
if he or she is not black,
because they would be unfamiliar with African-American
life experiences and their experiences would come from
stereotypes.
Darryl Manuel, producer
and director of “The Proud and
the Privileged,” agrees, but
thinks it is important to have
diversity in all genres of entertainment.
“There’s just a wealth [of
information], and a rich point
of view that the general
audience misses out on, by not
having a true representation of
that point of view,” he said. “I
mean it’s only going to make
those stories better; it’s only
going to bring more to the pot,
you know… put more meat on
the bones, into the stew, when
you have this story that has an
authentic and a rich story line.”
Da ve tta Sh erwo o d , an
African American who also
played on “The Young and the
Restless,” said at first she had a
good experience being on the
show.
But that eventually
changed.
“The experiences that I had
with the lack of diversity, the
lack of acknowledgement of
the Winters family, and just our
ethnic background, was really
disappointing,” she said.
Sherwood said people on
the show were strategic about
choosing her. So, she thought
they would treat her
“carefully” on the set.

Congressional Black Caucus,
Under New Leadership, Facing
New Challenges In Congress
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY

But “I felt disregarded at
times; I felt unappreciated at
times,” she said.
Sherwood said she
confided with Rowell, telling
her that she felt something was
“a little off” on the show.
“And she shared with me
some of the issues she had had
in her … years on the show,”.
Sherwood, echoing similar
sentiments that Rowell had,
said, “There has never been a
black crew or director or writer
in the history of “The Young
and the Restless.” So that was
really disappointing considering how successful and how
profitable the show has been
for CBS and the Bell family.”
Later she added: “Right
now … it’s about speaking out
and making people aware so
that we can create a change
right now. There’s no more
time to wait. We don’t have 20
more years to revisit this conv ers at i o n ag ai n . T h i s i s
something that has to happen
immediately.”
Dawn S t ern , an o t h er
African-American who played
o n “ T h e Yo u n g a n d t h e
Restless,” also contends that
the show had never hired a
black writer or producer.
“They could have had a
black writer; they did: Victoria
Rowell was her name,” Stern
said. “But they never gave her
the credit for doing what she
was doing, they never gave her
the title, they never gave her
the money.”
F i n a l i n s t a l l men t w i l l
appear in next week’s edition of
The Weekly Challenger.

WASHINGTON (TEWire)
– Preparing to operate once
again within a Republicancontrolled Congress, the
Congressional Black Caucus,
with new leadership at the helm,
was slated to hold its annual
mock swearing in this week.
“ We o p e r a t e w i t h n o
illusion that this session of
Congress will be very difficult
for Democrats and our agenda.
And there are issues that are
unique to African-Americans,”
new CBC Chairman Emanuel
Cleaver (D-Mo.) said in a recent
interview with Trice Edney
News Wire. “That means we’ve
got to think in terms of coalitions. We [will] have permanent
interests and not necessarily
permanent friends.”
Cleaver will replace CBC
Chair Barbara Lee (D-Calif.)
whose two-year term ends this
week. At the swearing in, slated
for Wednesday, Jan. 5, in the
Capitol Hill Visitors Center, he
will become the 22nd chair of
the Caucus, founded in 1971.
Despite olive branches from
President Obama, including the
compromise tax bill that he
signed before Christmas,
Republicans are still expected to
create bottleneck in attempt to
stop an Obama re-election next
year.
Cleaver, whose 5th
Congressional District of
Missouri is only 17 percent
black, says he will use his wellhoned coalescing skills to
advance black interests. He has

BIRTHDAY

continued from front page

Castor Release On Oil
Commission Report
WASHINGTON, D.C. – A
bill
proposed
by
Congresswoman Kathy Castor
would direct the bulk of the
penalties to be paid by BP for
the
Deepwater
Horizon
disaster to the economic and
environmental recovery of the
Gulf Coast. That is in line with
a
recommendation
<http://www.oilspillcommission.gov/sites/default/files/do
cuments/OSC_Deep_Water_S
ummary_Recommendations_
FINAL.pdf> made today by
the National Commission on
the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil
Spill and Offshore Drilling,
co-chaired by former U.S.
Sen. Bob Graham of Florida.
Castor’s bill, first filed in
the last session of Congress,
would direct 80 percent of the
fines and penalties to be paid
by BP for violations of the
Clean Water Act to the restoration of the Gulf Coast. The
fines and penalties cannot,
under current law, be devoted
to Gulf recovery unless
Congress
provides
that
specific direction. Castor and
Rep. Bill Young are working
together to re-file the bill in
this new session of Congress.
“The Commission’s recommendation is a sound one –
and one I already have
outlined in the Gulf of Mexico
Economic and Environmental

Restoration Act. We must
dedicate 80 percent of the
Clean Water Act penalties to
long-term restoration of the
Gulf coast,” Castor said. “The
Gulf of Mexico is an environmental and economic gem that
was tragically affected by the
oil disaster. We must continue
to battle the perception
problem that continues to
haunt hotels, motels and
Florida
seafood.
And
taxpayers cannot be on the
hook for one dime of this
disaster’s damage. The fines
collected must go directly to
restoring our coast.”
According to the commission’s report, the maximum
civil penalties under the Clean
Water Act could range from
$4.5 billion to $21 billion. The
amount will be based on the
number of barrels of oil spilled
and whether there was negligence.
“It has always appeared to
me that negligence was a
factor,” Castor said. “As the
report states, ‘the immediate
causes of the Macondo well
blowout can be traced to a
series of identifiable mistakes
made by BP, Halliburton and
Transocean that reveal such
systematic failures in risk
management that they place in
doubt the safety culture of the
entire industry.’ If negligence

is found, that could result in
more money being dedicated
to restoring the Gulf.”
Castor continued: “This
type of systemic failure in the
oil industry and its regulators
further proves that the Obama
Administration was right to
announce last month what my
neighbors in the Tampa Bay
area and I have always maintained - no new drilling should
be allowed in the eastern Gulf
of Mexico. We should never
permit drilling even one mile
closer to our beautiful shores.”
Castor also applauded Sen.
Graham and co-chair William
Reilly for their report.
“Sen. Graham and Mr.
Reilly are to be commended
for
their
evenhanded,
painstaking and thorough
work to get to the root causes
of the oil disaster and to make
strong recommendations for
improvement. Unfortunately,
the report confirms what we
have suspected: This tragedy
could have been avoided. The
commission sharply criticized
BP,
Halliburton
and
Transocean, as well as the
U.S. Department of Interior. I
agree with Sen. Graham and
Mr. Reilly that we need
stricter oversight of the oil
industry and that the oil
industry be held accountable
for this preventable disaster.”

voluntarily to the accumulation
of power for himself and his
people….
On the Need for
B la c k Power
Second, black power, in its
broad and positive meaning, is a
call to black people to amass the
political and economic strength
to achieve their legitimate
goals. No one can deny that the
Negro is in dire need of this
k in d o f l e g i t i m a t e p o w e r.
Indeed, one of the great
problems that the Negro
co n f r o n t s i s h i s l a c k o f
power…. black power is also a

Chairman Emanuel Cleaver

been twice elected mayor of
Kansas City and to Congress
four times by an overwhelmingly white population.
“ We w i l l d o n o t h i n g ,
nothing, absolutely nothing that
would cause us to abandon our
mission, which is to protect the
interest of African-Americans
and to provide them legislatively with opportunities and to
move them into every realm of
American life,” he said in the
early December interview.
He says President Obama
and other Democrats must be
clear in the Democrats’ articula-

tion of successes. That will be
the key to a 2012 win, he says.
Meanwhile, he says, in
order to win legislatively, all
members must learn to work
together.
“Compromise can never
become a bad word in politics.
If we don’t have compromise,
we don’t have opportunity to
succeed,” Cleaver said. “We
will go with the Republicans
when necessary, but we will
never abandon our somebodiness. We will never abandon our
reason for being.”

call for the pooling of black
financial resources to achieve
economic security. While the
ultimate answer to the Negroes’
economic dilemma will be
found in a massive federal
program for all the poor along
the lines of A. Philip Randolph’s
Freedom Budget, a kind of
Marshall Plan for the disadvantaged, there is something that
the Negro himself can do to
throw off the shackles of
poverty. Although the Negro is
still at the bottom of the
economic ladder, his collective
annual income is upwards of
$30 billion. This gives him a
considerable buying power that
can make the difference
between profit and loss in many

businesses. Through the pooling
of such resources and the development of habits of thrift and
techniques of wise investment,
the Negro will be doing his
share to grapple with his
problem of economic deprivation. If black power means the
development of this kind of
strength within the Negro
community, then it is a quest for
basic, necessary, legitimate
power.
Journalist/Lecturer A. Peter
Bailey, a former associate
editor of Ebony, is currently
editor of Vital Issues: The
Journal of African American
Speeches. He can be reached at
P.O. Box 41003, Washington,
D.C. 20018.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
912 3rd Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-822-2089 • Rev. Bryant Fayson, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

Sunday Church School ---------------------------------------9:10 a.m.

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service ------------------------------------11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

WMS "The Gathering--------------1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME,
the oldest African-American Church in St. Pete."

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Tune into this Radio Ministry weekly for breakthru..

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Thursday Nights: 9:15 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. (EST)
Universal Christian Radio; www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. (EST)
WXYB (1520 AM Local Radio) • www.wpso.com (Click WXYB live radio)
Sunday Radio Broadcasts
WFAM ( Augusta , GA ) 11:15 a.m.; WIJD ( Mobile , AL )
6:30 p.m. ( Tupelo , MS ) 7:30 p.m.; WLMR ( Chattanooga , TN ) 12:15 p.m.

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com • 727-289-2475
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Come on and Go with Me, Come on Over to God’s Place!

STEWART ISOM MEMORIAL CME CHURCH
“WHERE GOD IS SIMPLY INCREDIBLE!”
1820 Walton St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone (727} 327-0593
The Church in Worship
Sunday Worship Experience Sunday Mornings @ 11 a.m.
KINGDOM KIDS’ Children’s Church
First through Third Sunday Mornings at 11 a.m.
The Church in Study
Sunday School (for All Ages) Sunday Mornings at 9:30 a.m.
Thursday Night Triumph (Prayer, Praise & Power)
Thursday Evenings at 6:45 p.m.

Come Expecting to be BLESSED!

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

vSunday..............7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB ......6:45 a.m.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday ..........................7 p.m. Youth Enrichment

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
We are extremely pleased to
announce Rev. Dr. Robert Smith
returns to deliver the Word of
God Sunday, January 16, at our
7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m. worship
s e rv i ces . As an ordaine d
preacher, he is a professor of
divinity at Beeson Divinity
School in Birmingham, AL and
is a dynamic man of God. Dr.
Smith previously served as the
Carl E. Bates Associate

Professor of Christian
Pre ac hing a t t h e S o u t h ern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, KY. He’s also a contributing editor of “A Study of
Christian Ministry in the
African-American Church” and
co-editor of “A Mighty Long
Journey.”
“The King & I Music &
Lecture Series” honors the Late
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
It be gins 7 p . m . F ri d ay,
January 14th, and continues 10
a.m. Saturday, January 15th.
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist

Church, 3455 26th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg hosts this
community event. FMI: Min.
Kevin Parrott at 727-894-4311,
ext. 275.
L ay i n g As i d e t h e P as t :
“ R u n n i n g wi t h an E t ern al
Perspective” is the topic of our
next Women’s Ministry meeting
January 25th, 6:30-8 p.m., in
our Youth Chapel’s Fellowship
Hall, 921 20th Street South.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-894-4311.
www.mzprogressive.org.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
its official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire
congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a
haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians

willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us
and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.

C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 7:00 p.m.8:00 p.m. (Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday evening
at 7:00 p.m.

United for Christ FWB Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/ Children Rising are
held on Wednesday evening, at
7:00 p.m.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and

growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care fo r o n e
another, we cultivate the fullest
spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line,
727-321-9645.
The King and I Music and
Lecture Series featuring the “I
Have A Dream Youth Mass
Choir” January 14-15, 2011 at
Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church.

You don’t want to miss The
Kickin’ It With The King
Musical on Friday, January
14th at 7:00 p.m. The Lecture
Series on Saturday January
15th begins at 10:00 a.m.
Faith Bible Institute
elective course on Eschatology
begins January 24, 2011 at 6:30
p.m. It is a six (6) week course.
Please contact the church
office for additional information.
“Driven
by
God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.
com. Website: www.bmmbc.org

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday
of each week

United for Christ is in
search of a musician, for

more information, please
contact Pastor Tyrone Ford

at 727-744-3589 or 727258-4993.

First Mt. Zion M.B. Church
First Mt. Zion M. B.
Church (St. Petersburg) is
seeking a pianist for its church
choir. Must be able to play

both traditional and contemporary gospel music. Must be
available for two services on
the 1st and 2nd Sunday of

every month plus rehearsals
and engagements. For more
information, please call (727)
560-3358.

20th Street Church of Christ
43rd Annual Florida
State Lectureship. Is there
any word from the Lord
Jeremiah 37:17.
February 12-16, Song
Fest Feb. 12th, 4:30 p.m.

Worship Service Feb. 13th,
10:30 p.m. Mass Worship
Service 2:30 p.m.
20th Street Church of
Christ, 825 20th St. S. Feb.
14-16, sessions for men and

women start at 8:40 a.m. to
9:30 p.m. each day at the
Hilton, 331 1st St. S., St.
Petersburg. For more information, please call 727896-8006.

A DV E RT I S E YO U R
C H U R C H E V E NT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Seahawks Head To Chicago
A Confident Group

Matt Hasselbeck

BY TIM BOOTH
RENTON, Wash. (AP) Before their stunning upset of
New Orleans to open the NFL
playoffs, the Seattle Seahawks’
most complete performance of the
season came in a Week 6 victory at
Chicago.
So maybe that’s why there is a
general feeling of comfort about
the Seahawks returning to
Chicago for Sunday’s NFC divisional playoff.
While they are going to be
decided underdogs again, and the
Bears were a far different team
three months ago, the Seahawks
already know they can win in
Soldier Field, beating the Bears
23-20 back in mid-October.
And these Seahawks are on a
roll, a general idea that seemed
unthinkable just a few weeks ago
when they capped a stretch of
seven losses in nine games with
three straight thuds against San

Francisco, Atlanta and Tampa
Bay.
A win over the Bears would
give Seattle its first three-game
win streak since 2007.
Suddenly these Seahawks are
a confident group at ease with
their place. Quarterback Matt
Hasselbeck even pointed it out on
Monday, noting that Seattle’s first
goal for the season was winning
the NFC West and re-staking
claim to a division it controlled
during the middle part of the last
decade.
But there wasn’t much said
about what comes after winning
the division.
“We never talked about what
was beyond that but we all know
that there’s just great stuff beyond
that,” Hasselbeck said. “So here
we are and to have a second round
playoff opportunity is really
exciting and that’s what we care
about right now.”
To that point, the Seahawks
returned to work after a day away.
Coach Pete Carroll even got some
down time, spending Sunday with
one eye on the two playoff games
with extreme interest in Green
Bay’s win over Philadelphia but
much of the day was also spent
hanging out with his grandson.
But their preparations for the
Bears begins with October’s win
and the familiarity of having
already played in Chicago this
season.
“We had a good experience,
we know that. That’s not a battle
cry or anything, that doesn’t mean

anything,” Carroll said. “We just
know where we’re going, we
know what it feels like, we know
where we’re going to practice the
day before the game, and we’ll
know the sights and sounds of that
stadium. So there’s a little familiarity that I think helps. That’s
experience, and that’s it.”
In a season devoid of many
impressive
performances,
Seattle’s 23-20 win over the Bears
in Week 6 was the one exception.
Coming off its bye week, the
Seahawks rolled into Chicago and
after
Matt
Forte’s
6-yard
touchdown run on the opening
drive, Seattle for the most part
controlled the tempo, picking up
its first road win over a team with
a winning record in three seasons.
Forte was held to just 11 yards
rushing on eight carries and the 61
yards rushing by the Bears was
their fourth-lowest total of the
season. And Jay Cutler couldn’t
make up for the lack of a run
game. Cutler threw for 290 yards,
but completed just 17 of 39 passes
and the Bears failed to convert any
of their 12 third-down attempts.
Along with one of their better
defensive performances, the win
in Chicago also served as the
reemergence of Seahawks wide
receiver Mike Williams. The
former first-round bust broke out
with 10 catches for 123 yards that
afternoon, at the time the most
receptions by any Seattle receiver
in a single-game since Bobby
Engram caught 14 passes against
Cleveland in 2007.

That day was also the debut of
Lynch with the Seahawks, and
while his 17 carries for 44 yards
wasn’t all that impressive, his
brutish running style was fully on
display in his first game with the
Seahawks. It was one of just four
times during the regular season
the Seahawks topped 100 yards
rushing as a team, highlighting
one of the great weaknesses of
Seattle’s season.
Some of those concerns over
Seattle’s inability to run were put
to rest in the last two weeks. The
Seahawks had 141 yards rushing
in the regular season finale against
St. Louis, then churned out 149
yards rushing against the Saints,
including the first 100-yard rusher
of the season when Lynch finished
with 131 yards and, of course, his
memorable late touchdown.
“It was crazy. I’ve never seen
anything like it,” Hasselbeck said.
But when Seattle faced the
Bears previously, linebacker
Lance Briggs did not play. Both
Hasselbeck and Carroll said his
presence alone changes the
challenge in front of the
Seahawks.
“Going into that game we
fully expected him to play and he
didn’t play and that was a big
deal,” Hasselbeck said. “For us to
sit back and say, ‘we beat them at
their place we can do it again,’ that
would be a dangerous way to feel
because Lance Briggs did not play
in that game, he is a big, big-time
difference maker.

Tulsa’s Graham Hired As Pitt Football Coach

Todd Graham

BY ALAN ROBINSON
PITTSBURGH (AP) - Todd
Graham agreed Monday to leave
Tulsa and become Pitt’s third
football coach in a month, a move
designed to quickly bring stability
to a program rocked by former
coach Mike Haywood’s arrest last
month.
Graham told his Tulsa players
of the move at a meeting Monday
night, and Pitt made the hiring
official shortly after that.
Graham had a 36-17 record in
four seasons at Tulsa, including a
10-3 record this season that
included a 28-27 upset at Notre
Dame where Pitt lost under coach
Dave Wannstedt. Wannstedt was
forced to resign last month
following a disappointing 7-5
regular season and repeated
failures to win an outright Big
East Conference title.
Graham made $1.3 million at
Tulsa, about $300,000 more than
Wannstedt was paid from 2005
until this season, but is expected to
be paid about $2 million per

season at Pitt. Graham’s salary is
believed to be one reason he was
bypassed during Pitt’s initial
search, but the school subsequently decided to pay more.
The 46-year-old Graham was
the only coach known to have had
two interviews, and he met with
Chancellor Mark A. Nordenberg a
requirement for any finalist.
Nordenberg became involved in
the search after athletic director
Steve Pederson’s hand-picked
choice, Haywood, was fired Jan. 1
following his arrest on a domestic
violence charge.
Haywood was hired in midDecember, but the image of
Haywood posing for an Indiana
police mug shot became a national
embarrassment for the university.
It also led to a more thorough
search for Pitt’s next coach.
“We are thrilled that Todd
Graham has agreed to become the
head football coach at the
University
of
Pittsburgh,”
Pederson said in a statement
issued by the school. “His innovative, creative and energized
approach to football makes him an
exciting leader for our program.
He has a proven track record of
success at all levels of football and
his wealth of experience on both
sides of the ball gives him a
unique set of credentials.”
While Graham grew up in
Texas and was the head coach at
Rice for one season, he is not
unfamiliar with the Pittsburgh
area. He was an assistant coach at
nearby West Virginia in 2001-02,

serving as co-defensive coordinator the second season.
“Pittsburgh is a tremendous
football city with great fans,”
Graham said in a statement. “We
will work diligently every day to
earn their respect and build a
program that competes for and
wins championships. I’m also
excited to return to the Big East.”
Graham likely will drastically
alter the system at Pitt, where
Wannstedt employed a pro-style
defense that featured a fullback
and a traditional defense. Graham
prefers a spread-type offense, and
his defense borrows from the
three-man stack employed by
West Virginia.
Tulsa led the nation in total
offense in 2007 and 2008 and was
fifth this year, averaging 505.6
yards and 41.4 points per game.
Tulsa’s 661 points in 2008 set a
school record and marked the
second highest single-season total
in the NCAA’s modern era,
trailing only Oklahoma’s 716
points that season.
Graham will attempt to
salvage Pitt’s once-promising
recruiting class. About two-thirds
of the 18-man class recruited by
Wannstedt has defected and, with
only a couple of weeks remaining
in this recruiting cycle, most of the
top
players
already
have
committed.
Losing a recruiting class can
be a setback because each of the
next five Pitt teams will feel the
effects not having a full class.
Even as Pitt was hiring

Graham, three of the Panthers’
best players were announcing they
were leaving for the NFL. Junior
wide receiver Jon Baldwin, junior
fullback Henry Hynoski and
sophomore tailback Dion Lewis
all announced Monday they would
declare themselves eligible for the
draft.
Pitt finished its season
Saturday, beating Kentucky 27-10
in the Compass Bowl with former
defensive
coordinator
Phil
Bennett serving as interim coach.
He then left to become the
defensive coordinator at Baylor.
The 6-foot-5 Baldwin is a
two-time all-Big East player who
made 53 catches for 822 yards and
five touchdowns this season.
Lewis ran for a Pitt freshman
record 1,799 yards last season and
was chosen as a second-team AllAmerican, but he had a major
falloff to 1,061 yards this season.
Hynoski is leaving in part
because he believed Pitt’s next
coach will do away with the
fullback role.
Penn State assistant coach
Tom Bradley was among the first
to be interviewed by Pitt, but he
apparently did not have a second
interview despite being pushed by
some prominent Pitt boosters.
Unlike the initial search,
which
was
conducted
by
Pederson, a search committee was
formed this time that included university executive Jerry Cochran
and senior associate athletic
director Donna Sanft. Nordenberg
also was heavily involved.

Petersen Says
He’s Staying At
Boise State

Chris Petersen

BY TODD DVORAK
BOISE, Idaho (AP) Chris Petersen is staying
put, content for now to
continue his highly successful run at Boise State.
The Broncos coach
acknowledged Monday
being
intrigued
by
Stanford’s opening and
having a telephone conversation with Cardinal
athletic officials, but said
the allure was not enough
to make him leave his
powerhouse program.
“I’m really happy to
be in the position I’ve
been the last five years,”
said Petersen, who is 61-5
with two undefeated
seasons at Boise State. “I
think (Stanford) is a very
special place. I just
thought it was worth
having a conversation
about, but that’s about as
far as it went.”
Those words are a big
relief to Broncos players
and fans who became
worried when Petersen
once again was linked to
another high-profile job.
Stanford has been looking
for a coach since Jim
Harbaugh took over the
NFL’s San Francisco
49ers last week and
Petersen grew up and
played college football in
northern California.
Boise State made a
serious bid this season to
play in Monday night’s
national title game or
another BCS bowl, at one
point being ranked as high
as No. 2. But those hopes
were dashed by a late loss
to rival Nevada.
The Broncos beat No.
20 Utah 26-3 in the
MACCO Bowl in Las
Vegas to finish the season
with a 12-1 record.
Next season, the
Broncos will leave the
Western
Athletic
Conference,
which
they’ve dominated the last
10 years, and begin
playing in a Mountain
West Conference that has
been gutted of top teams
such as Utah, TCU and
Brigham Young.
Boise State athletic
director Gene Bleymaier

said he granted Stanford
permission to talk to
Petersen, but also lobbied
hard to keep him.
Bleymaier declined to say
whether Petersen’s current
five-year contract would
be reworked to increase its
value.
Bleymaier did say,
however, that Petersen
made it clear he wants to
see Boise State move
forward with plans to
build a football office and
locker room complex,
along with adding more
seats to Bronco Stadium.
“A
new
football
facility is definitely a
priority for us,” Bleymaier
said.
Petersen also filled
two openings on his staff
Monday,
including
bringing back Brent Pease
to coordinate the Broncos’
high-scoring offense. Last
month, Pease accepted the
same job at Indiana, but
was lured back after
former Broncos offensive
coordinator Bryan Harsin
moved on to Texas.
The Broncos’ wide
receivers coach the last
five years, Pease now
oversees an offense led by
quarterback
Kellen
Moore, a Heisman finalist,
that averaged 519 yards
last season, fourth best in
the nation.
Pease only spent a
week in Indiana before
deciding to take the
promotion on the Broncos
staff.
“It’s been an up and
down time, and there’s
been some gut wrenching
decisions,” Pease said.
Indiana coach Kevin
Wilson was out of town at
a national coaches’ convention and unavailable
for comment, school
spokesman Jeff Keag said.
Petersen also said
Robert Prince will return
to coach wide receivers
and serve as passing game
coordinator.
Prince
coached wide receivers at
Boise State under former
Broncos
coach
Dan
Hawkins from 2001-2002
and was passing game
coordinator in 2003 before
leaving to coach in the
pros.
He
rejoined
Hawkins’ staff last season,
serving as wide receivers
and passing game coach at
Colorado.
“I can’t express how
happy we are to have two
outstanding coaches back
on our staff,” Petersen
said.

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2011

The Weekly Challenger
Debut …

2011 eN EWS PAP E R
WWW.T H E W E E K LY C HALLE N G E R . C O M
Be the first to talk about it!

13

14

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 2011

